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third or fourth oae, it, being natural  rests unchallenged,
while others are proved to be false.30

The Naiyayikas reject tne first of the Mimamsa theory,
namely that knowledge is both made valid and known to be
valid by its own intrinsic conditions. The validity of know-
lodge cannot be due to the conditions of knowledge as
such. If that were so, there could not be any invalid know-
ledge, since even invalid knowledge crrisas from th9 condi-
tions of knowledge. In fact, a valid cognition is more th^n
a cognition as suchr. Hence, it must be due to some special
character of the general conditions of knowledge just as an
invalid cognition is due to some positive factors that vitiate
the general conditions of knowledge. The mare absence of
vitiating factors cannot account for the positive character
of validity. Thus, the validity of perception is due not
merely to the absence of vitiating factors like the diseased
condition of the sense orga-n^ but to such positive factors
as the health condition of the sense organ etc. Simifarly,
in aH other cases the validity of knowledge is due to some
special auxiliary conditions in the specific CJUSQS of know-
ledge (karanaguna). Such specfal conditions may not be
always perceived, but they may be known from other 'sour-
ces., like inference and testimony. The special efficacy of
the s&nse organs may be known from the medical sciences.
Further, if the validity ot knowledge be due simply to the
absence of vitiating conditions^ its invalidity may also be
said to be due to the absence of efficacious conditions. As
such. we need not say that Invalidity is due. to external
conditions. Again, on the Mimanzsa view, all knowledge
being intrinsically valid, the distinction between truth and
falsehood becomes insignificant We should not speak of
any knowledge as invalid, ft cannot be said that when any
knowledge turns out to be false, it altogether ceases to be
knowledge or cognition. A wrong kn 3w!edge is as good a
cognition as a true one. So, ft cognitfon per se be true,
there cannot be any wrong cognition. But, the fact that
there are wrong cognitions, illusions, and hallucinations is
an undeniable fact. So, It must be admitted thnt both vali-
dity and invalidity are extern jif/ conditioned.31 Similarly,